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College Sexual Assault 
 

• Nearly 1 in 8 students are sexually assaulted while in college or university.1  
o Undergraduate students were more likely to report non-consensual sexual touching 

compared to graduate students.1 
o First- and second-year undergraduate students are at greater risk for sexual 

victimization than third- and fourth-year undergraduate students.2  
o Hispanic students were more likely to report experiencing sexual assault compared to 

non-Hispanic students.1 
o Those who reported having a disability were more likely to report experiencing sexual 

assault compared to students without disabilities.1 
o Transgender and nonbinary students have greater vulnerability to sexual violence 

than their cisgender peers.3 
• 80 - 90% of college sexual assaults are committed by someone the survivor knows.4  
• About half of campus rape and sexual assault incidents involve alcohol or drugs.5 
• Most sexual assaults occur in the first semester of the academic year, otherwise known as 

the Red Zone. Almost 70% of first-year student assaults occur during this time (August-
December).6 

• In the 2023-2024 school year at U.S. Military Academies: 7 
o 51% of academy women and 17% of academy men experienced an incident of sexual 

harassment. 
o 13.3% of academy women and 3.6% of academy men experienced an incident of 

unwanted sexual contact. 
o Out of 783 academy students who indicated experiencing unwanted sexual contact 

during military service, 103 or 13% made a report to a Department of Defense 
authority. 

o 46% of all unwanted sexual contact involved alcohol. 
• More than 90% of sexual assault victims on college campuses do not report their assault.8 
• As of January 14th, 2025, the U.S. Department of Education's Office for Civil Rights has 204 

open Title IX sexual harassment investigations and 169 open Title IX sexual violence 
investigations at postsecondary institutions. There are currently 5 open sexual harassment 
investigations and 6 open sexual violence investigations at Maryland colleges and 
universities.9
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