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Sexual Violence Against APIDA Women 
Asian, Pacific Islander, and Desi (South Asian) American (APIDA) women come from many different cultures, 
languages, and communities. For generations, Asian women have been viewed through orientalism1 - a way of 
understanding and portraying Asian cultures as exotic, foreign, inferior, and very different from Western 
cultures and perpetuating harmful stereotypes that paint Asian women as submissive, exotic, or sexually 
available.2 These stereotypes were reinforced by the Page Act of 1875 - a U.S. policy that sought to limit 
immigration from Asian countries. In enforcing this policy, U.S. immigration officials denied many Asian women 
entry to the country by falsely claiming that the women were suspected sex workers, setting a precedent of 
sexualization and misogyny toward APIDA women.3 
Racism, misogyny, and xenophobia continue to shape the experiences of APIDA women today. These attitudes 
can appear in media, online spaces, workplaces, and everyday interactions, where APIDA women may be 
fetishized, objectified, or targeted because of both their race and gender.4 APIDA survivors may face language 
barriers, immigration concerns, fear of not being believed, pressure related to family or community reputation, 
or difficulty finding culturally responsive services as well. These barriers can make it harder for APIDA survivors 
to seek support or report experiences of sexual violence.5 

Statistics6 
• About 1 in 6 (17.2%) non-Hispanic Asian or Pacific Islander women reported experiencing completed or 

attempted rape in their lifetime. 
• Nearly 1 in 5 (18.0%) non-Hispanic Asian or Pacific Islander women reported experiencing sexual coercion 

in their lifetime. 
• More than 2 in 5 (44.2%) non-Hispanic Asian or Pacific Islander women reported experiencing unwanted 

sexual contact in their lifetime. 
• About 1 in 3 (34.4%) non-Hispanic Asian or Pacific Islander women reported experiencing sexual 

harassment in a public place in their lifetime. 
• 1 in 4 non-Hispanic Asian or Pacific Islander women (27.2%) reported experiencing contact sexual violence, 

physical violence, and/or stalking by an intimate partner in their lifetime.7 
• A 1 in 4 non-Hispanic Asian or Pacific Islander women (24.2%) reported experiencing stalking in their 

lifetime.8 
• Sexual Harassment9 

o 38% of Asian American Pacific Islander women reported experiencing sexual harassment in the 
previous 12 months. 

o 52% of Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander women reported experiencing sexual harassment in the 
previous 12 months. 

o 40% of South Asian (Desi) women reported experiencing sexual harassment in the previous 12 
months. 

o 37% of Southeast Asian women reported experiencing sexual harassment in the previous 12 months. 
o 35% of East Asian women reported experiencing sexual harassment in the previous 12 months. 
 

For survivor resources, please visit: 
mcasa.org/survivors/culturally-responsive-services 
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