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Stop Street Harassment defines Street Harassment as: 

Any action or comment between strangers in public places that is disrespectful, unwelcome, 
threatening and/or harassing and is motivated by gender. It ranges from leers, whistles, honks, 
kissing noises, and non-sexually explicit evaluative comments, to vulgar gestures, sexually charged 
comments, flashing, and stalking, to illegal actions like public masturbation, sexual touching, 
assault, and murder. 

What is the prevalence? 
Throughout the world, 70-100 percent of women, from Tel Aviv to Indianapolis, have experienced street 
harassment. 
Lior, Haaretz, “Vast Majority of Tel Aviv Women Report Sexual Harassment, Survey Finds,” Nov. 23, 2011; Kearl, “Always on Guard, Women 
and Street Harassment,”2009; Bargad, “Street Harassment Against Girls in District Gujranwala, 2005; Gardner,”Passing By: Gender and Public 
Harassment,” 1995 

A study found that almost 40% of women are honked or whistled at at least monthly.  
Stop Street Harassment, “Statistics – Stop Street Harassment Studies,” 2014 
 

The same study found that 75% of women have been followed by a stranger in public and 57% of women have been 
grabbed or touched in a sexual way by a stranger in public. 
Stop Street Harassment, “Statistics – Stop Street Harassment Studies,” 2014 
 

While 89% of men in the United States said that they feel safe walking alone at night, only 62% of U.S. women said 
they feel safe doing so. 
Gallup, “Women Feel Less Safe than Men in Many Developed Countries,” 2012 

 
In one study, more than 6 in 10 women said that they constantly assess their surroundings in public due to street 
harassment. 
Kearl, “Always on Guard: Women and Street Harassment, 2009 

 
Almost 90% of gay and bisexual men surveyed in one study reported feeling unwelcome in some public spaces 
because of their sexual orientation.  
McNeil, “Harassing Men on the Street,” 2012 

 
Why does it matter? 
Street harassment is a policing behavior that limits women’s and gender and sexual minorities’ access to public 
spaces, leads individuals to stay on guard when they are alone, and even causes some to move or change jobs to 
avoid the behavior. It is a human rights and gender equality issue. 

How does it relate to sexual assault? 
Street harassment can remind women and gender and sexual minorities of their vulnerability and can be triggering 
to survivors of sexual violence. 

What can we do? 

 Educate youth and our peers about appropriate, respectful ways to interact in public.  
 Hold harassers accountable through assertive responses or reporting them.  
 Raise awareness that street harassment is a problem through sharing stories and awareness-raising initiatives. 

 
To learn more and find more ideas, visit the websites for Hollaback Bmore!, Stop Street Harassment, and “Stop 
Telling Women to Smile.” 

 


